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FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1911 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
INFO AMCONSUL BELFAST 

SECRET LONDON 00497 

ST ADIS//////////////////// 

EXDIS 

FOR ASST SECREARY VEST FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PFOR, UK, El 

SUBJECT: NORTHERN IRELAND: POSSIBLE USG INVOLVEMENT 


REF: (A) LONDON 480; (B) LONDON 388 

1 . I AM CONCERNED BY THE REPORT FROM OUR CONSUL 
GENERAL IN BELFAST THAT THE NI SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC AND 
LABOR PARTY (SDLP) BELIEVES THE USG HAS SOME 
"RESPONSIBILITY" TO INTERVENE IN THE NI PROBLEM (REF A) 

AND THE POSSIBILITY THAT THIS VIEW MIGHT, TO SOME 
EXTENT, BE SHARED BY THE GOI (REF B). OVER THE PAST 
MONTHS I HAVE GIVEN CONSIDERABLE THOUGHT TO WAYS IN 
WHICH WE MIGHT PLAY A USEFUL AND CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE IN 
NI, AND HAVE CONCLUDED THAT: WE CAN MAKE NO CONTRIBUTION 
WITHOUT THE WHOLEHEARTED UNDERSTANDING AND SUPPORT OF 
BOTH THE BRITISH AND IRISH GOVERNMENTS; AND, FOR THE 
TIME BEING AT LEAST, NO THIRD PARTY CAN PLAY A 
CONSTRUCTIVE, ACTIVIST PART. I DO NOT FORECLOSE, OF 
COURSE, THE POSSIBILITY THAT CHANGING CIRCUMSTANCES 
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COULD CREATE A NEW SITUATION IN WHICH A THIRD PARTY 
MIGHT MAKE POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION. BUT FOR NOW, I 
BELIEVE ANY INITIATIVES IN THIS DIRECTION, WHETHER BY 
THE USG OR OTHERS, WOULD BE RESISTED AND RESENTED BY 
HMG AND COULD BE SELF DEFEATING IN NI. 


2. IN THE CONTEXT OF BELFAST'S REPORT AND THE RECENT 
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STATEMENTS OF IRISH PRIME MINISTER LYNCH, WHICH HAVE 
STRAINED HMG-GOI RELATIONS, I BELIEVE IT IS ESPECIALLY 
IMPORTANT FOR US ACTIVELY TO DISCOURAGE ANY EXPECTATION, 

WHETHER ON THE PART OF THE SDLP OR THE GOI, THAT WE ARE 
PREPARED TO CONSIDER DEEPER INVOLVEMENT IN NI. 

BREWSTER 
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